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AGRICULTURE — DRY SEASON 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.07 pm]: At 5.30 pm 
today in the Liberal Party meeting room, representatives from the Department of Agriculture and Food and I will 
provide a briefing on the government’s approach to the dry season. The matter is above party politics, so I have 
chosen to brief government and opposition members at the same time. I strongly urge all members to attend.  

I wish to inform the house of a visit last week from Senator Joe Ludwig, the new federal minister for 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. Our meeting was very positive and it is reassuring to know that my federal 
counterpart is on the same page as I am. Last Tuesday, Senator Joe Ludwig and I visited some of the state’s most 
drought-affected areas. We met with producers taking part in the drought pilot at Mukinbudin and Lake Grace—
areas that have experienced severe seasonal conditions. We also visited Wagin to observe a financial workshop 
that has been provided as part of the drought pilot. It was good for Minister Ludwig and me to talk with farmers 
and receive feedback on how the drought pilot is progressing. I look forward to working with Joe on these and 
other issues in the future. I am sure it is the beginning of a very constructive relationship.  

This dry season is clearly impacting heavily on farms and regional businesses. There is no easy solution to the 
many challenges that people are confronted with. Each farming family will have different issues that require an 
individual response. The Dry Seasons Advisory Committee was appointed by cabinet to provide advice to 
government on how to respond. Our $21 million drought preparedness pilot, while not a direct response to this 
dry season, offers immediate access to a range of services that would not normally be available. It is also 
reassuring to see industry taking the lead on the matter—one example is Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd 
running a grain seed bank. Banks have said they will take a medium to long-term view of the sector. They have 
confidence in the industry; though it will no doubt be a very difficult time for some individuals. Consumers also 
play an important role. I urge consumers not to abandon WA growers during this time. This unprecedented dry 
season has not only impacted the Wheatbelt and pastoral regions but has also extended to the South West corner 
of the state. This means consumers will see changes when buying fruit and vegetables at the supermarket. I urge 
consumers to keep buying WA produce to support our farmers. The Buy West Eat Best slogan is now more 
important than ever. 
 


